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Sir: 

In accordance with Rule 56, applicant is aware of the publications listed in the 
enclosed copy of Patent Office Form PTO/SB/08A. A copy of each of the publications is 
enclosed herewith. 

The first four documents listed are from the Reliable Distributed Computing group at 
Cornell University. The documents describe current general (not specifically related to 
messaging) research in clustering, and specific information about the architecture and 
limitations of Microsoft's clustering product. 

The fifth document is a white paper about scalability from Sonic Software and 
describes an approach very different to what is described in the present application. Although 
many JMS vendors have offered some form of clustering, they provide little technical 
information about it. What they do provide is still quite marketing oriented as it makes many 
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claims but provides little detail on how these are accomplished or what their limitations are. 
This white paper should at least show that their basic approach is quite different than the 
present application. 

The last document is the master's thesis of Jesper Honig Spring, one of the inventor's 
in the present application. It describes a clustering technique for a JavaSpaces server. 
JavaSpaces has some basic similarities to JMS style messaging. The approaches differ, 
though, as the technique described in the thesis is clearly oriented toward robust operation 
over wide area networks, while the present invention aims for maximum performance 
assuming all nodes are connected by a local area network. 
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